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Governor and Commander-in-Chief: 


Stz:—I have the honor to submit herewith my Annual Re- 


port. 
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AMASA COBB, 
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ANNUAL REPORT. 


To the Legislature: 


The general condition of the Organized Militia of the State 
has not varied greatly from’ that reported the previous ‘year. 
The numbet of men enrolled in Volunteer Companies, as re- 
turned and estimated, for the year 1859, is 2,865. There are 
fifty-five (55)- companies now in'existence, under the laws of the 
State, a list of which will be found in the Appendix hereto. 
From many of these companies no return has been received 
during the past season, though blanks for the purpose were for- 
warded to the commanding officers of the respective regiments 
as early as October 22d, ult. The statistics of the delinquent 
companies, herein contained, are as reported the previous year. 

The annual quota of arms and ordnance stores from General 
Government was received late in the winter of 1859, being as 
` follows: l 


60: Rifle Muskets and appendages. 

40 common Percussion Muskets and appendages, 
50 Percussion Pistols and appendages. ; 

20 non-commissioned officers’ Swords and Belts. 
60 Artillery Swords and Belts,- 

40 Cavalry Sabres., ea 

25 pairs of Pistol Holsters. 

50 Powder Flasks. - 

80 sets of Infantry Accoutrements, . 

50 Gun Slings. 7 ae 


The whole pe equivalent to 239 10-13 muskets, over- 
drawing the annual amount to. which the State is entitled by 
about 10 muskets. These stores were immediately turned over 
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to Volunteer Companies who had filed applications, in proper 
form and order, for the same. 

By the return of two stands of arms from disbanded compa- 
nies, this department has been able further to supply the wants 
of newly organized companies. The disposition of the arms 
belonging to the State will be ascertained by the accompany- 
ing Table, marked D., and some remarks and suggestions af- 
fecting particular companies, will be found following the Table, 
marked B. 

The number of Militia, as returned by the Assessors, is 
shown by the Table marked C, and, by the neglect of the re- 
turning officers, is very poorly shown; so much so, that if our 
annual quota of arms depended upon the Militia Return, we 
should be unable to equip half a company annually. This la- 
bor, imposed by law upon the Assessors, is a light one, and 
reasonably well paid; and it is to be hoped that, by some means, 
the officers may be induced to perform it, inasmuch as the State 
is under direct obligation to-have the annual return made, in 
order to-be. entitled to receive a portion of the annual distribu- 
tion.of arms, . . - wa ea 

The aggregate number of persons liable to military. duty in 
1858, was 118,824; ‘as returned in 1859, was 25,642; whereas 
a correctreturn would probably show about, 125,000 at the 
present time. ` . . l 
. The law of 1858 relative to the Militia, (which, together with 
extracts from the Statutes, relative to. Uniform Companies, 
will be found in the Appendix;) provides for various ‘Annual 
Reviews and Parades. No-action has been,taken by the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, either during. the year 1858 or 1859, towards 
astrict: fulfillment of this portion of the law, for. the reason, 
prevailing in both years, that, in the midst of severe financial 
distress, it was quite as much as could be expected of the Vol- 
unteer Militia, that they should provide and keep-in order their. 
own uniforms, &c., and turn out for occasional half-day drills 
and parades; and that to call them away from their homes and 
business for sevéral days, in many cases. at- considerable ex- 
pense to themselves, would be too much to ask.of them. Much 
effort has been made in and out of the Legislature, by:persons 
interested in military matters, to bring about a levy-of a small 
tax for the partial support of the uniformed militia, but thus 
far unsuccessfully. Until either this is done, or some equivo- 
lent be given by the State, in the form of exemptions, for the 
expense and trouble, it does not seem to me proper to call for 
the strict enforcement of the law relative to Annual Reviews. 

The ‘‘Germantown Guards,” Washington county, disbanded 
‘within the last year, and returned their arms to the State m 
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good order. The officers and men ask their certificate of dis- 
charge after seven years service as a uniformed company. 

The stand of muskets issued to the “ Berlin Light Guards,” 
Green Lake county, has also been returned during the year. 

There has been shown considerable inclination to organize 
new volunteer companies in various parts of the State, but, in 
view of the small prospect of obtaining arms until after 4 new 
apportionment of Congress shall give this State a larger annual 
supply of arms, such organizations have been generally dis- 
couraged. 

Several of the rifle companies, long organized, have in their 
possession a much larger number of arms and accoutrements 
than they use. Having in several cases 50 stand of arms, and 
in some cases 60 stand, their returns show not more than 32 
to 40 men, rank and file, while on parade they seldom or never 
turn out more than 25 or 80 men. The general rule adopted 
by this office has been to issue but 40 stand of arms to each 
company, that number being found in nearly every case, suffi- 
cient to supply the average attendance on drill or parade. I 
recommend that the arms in possession of the various rifle 
companies be reduced to that number, and that the surplus 
be ordered back to the Armory and receipted on the bond of 
the company returning them. This will enable the Depart- 
ment to equip at least two more companies now awaiting arms. 

In the month of June, of last year, the Milwaukee Light 
Guard, Capt. J. C. STARKWEATHER, an Infantry company at- 
tached to the Ist-Regiment, made an excursion to the city of 
New York, delaying long enough at various places on the line 
of travel, to receive the attentions of military companies at 
those places. The Light Guard won, from all who witnessed 
their excellent discipline and precision of drill, for themselves 
the warmest commendation, and for the uniform militia of Wis- 
consin a good name everywhere. 

For further information relative to this Department, I beg 
leave to refer to the Tables in the Appendix hereto annexed, 
and remain, ) 

Yours, very respectfully, 


AMASA COBB, 
Adjutant General. 


